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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responding to application papers dated 4/05/2001 

2. Claims 1-23 are pending. Independent claims are 1, 6, 10, 14, 17, 19, 22 and 23. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over Tari 
et al. (US Patent No. 6,765,920 B1 : Network address converting apparatus and 
storage medium, Filed on Oct. 29, 1999). 

Regarding Claim 1, Tari discloses a method of hiding an Internet Protocol (IP) address 
of an originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal during a multimedia session 
in an IP-based network, said method comprising the steps of; 
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sending media data packets from the originating IP terminal to an intermediate 
address translation function in the network, said data packets including an IP 
address of the originating IP terminal as a source address, and an IP address for the 
address translation function as a destination address; receiving the media data 
packets from the originating IP terminal in the address translation function; (see col. 
5, line 65 - col. 6, line 3) 

translating, by the address translation function, the source address from the IP 
address of the originating IP terminal to the IP address for the address translation 
function; translating, by the address translation function, the destination address 
from the IP address for the address translation function to an IP address for the 
terminating IP terminal; (see col. 7, lines 27-35) and 

sending the translated media data packets from the address translation function to 
the terminating IP terminal, said translated data packets including the IP address for 
the address translation function as a source address, and the IP address for the 
terminating IP terminal as a destination address, (see col. 6, lines 4-8) 

Regarding Claim 2, Tari discloses the method of hiding an IP address of an originating 
IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 1 wherein the step of sending media 
data packets from the originating IP terminal to an intermediate address translation 
function includes sending the data packets to a Media Resource Function (MRF) that 
includes address translation tables, (see col. 5, lines 44-48) 
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Regarding Claim 3, Tari discloses the method of hiding an IP address of an originating 
IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 1 further comprising, before the step 
of sending media data packets from the originating IP terminal to the intermediate 
address translation function, the step of sending the IP address for the address 
translation function to the originating IP terminal and the terminating IP terminal during 
setup of the multimedia session, (see col. 5, lines 56-64) 

Regarding Claim 4, Tari discloses the method of hiding an IP address of an originating 
IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
sending return media data packets from the terminating IP terminal to the address 
translation function, said return data packets including the IP address for the 
terminating IP terminal as a source address, and the IP address for the address 
translation function as a destination address; (see col. 7, lines 27-30) 
receiving the return media data packets from the terminating IP terminal in the 
address translation function; (see col. 6, lines 5-8) 

translating, by the address translation function, the destination address from the IP 
address for the address translation function to the IP address for the originating IP 
terminal; (see col. 6, lines 1-4) and 

sending translated returned media data packets from the address translation 
function to the originating IP terminal, said translated returned data packets including 
the IP address for the terminating IP terminal as a source address, and the IP 
address for the originating IP terminal as a destination address, (see col. 6, lines 5- 
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8) 

Regarding Claim 5, Tari discloses the method of hiding an IP address of an originating 
IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 4 further comprising the steps of: 
sending the IP address for the address translation function to the originating IP 
terminal during setup of the multimedia session, the originating IP terminal being 
instructed to utilize the IP address for the address translation function as the 
destination address for the media data packets; and sending the IP address for the 
address translation function to the terminating IP terminal during setup of the 
multimedia session, the terminating IP terminal being instructed to utilize the IP 
address for the address translation function as the destination address for the return 
media data packets, (col. 5, lines 56-64) 

Regarding Claim 6, Tari discloses a method of setting up a multimedia session in an 
Internet Protocol (IP) -based network in which an IP address of an originating IP 
terminal is hidden from a terminating IP terminal, said method comprising the steps of: 

setting up an address translation function in the network that includes an address 

translation table; (see col. 7, lines 36-43) 

receiving an Invite message in the address translation function that identifies an IP 
media address of the originating IP terminal; (see col. 5, lines 37-43) 
receiving a response message in the address translation function that identifies an 
IP media address of the terminating IP terminal; (see col. 6, lines 6-7) 
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storing in the address translation table, instructions to translate the source address 
in media data packets having the IP media address of the originating IP terminal as 
a source address to the IP address of the address translation function, and to 
translate the destination address to the IP media address of the terminating IP 
terminal; (see col. 6, lines 43-49) 

sending the IP address for the address translation function to the originating IP 
terminal, the originating IP terminal being instructed to utilize the IP address for the 
address translation function as the destination address for the media data packets; 
and sending the IP address for the address translation function to the terminating IP 
terminal, the terminating IP terminal being instructed to utilize the IP address for the 
address translation function as the destination address for return media data 
packets, (see col. 5, lines 56-64) 

Regarding Claim 7, Tari discloses the method of setting up a multimedia session in an 
IP-based network of claim 6 further comprising storing in the address translation table, 
instructions to translate the destination address in media data packets having the IP 
media address of the terminating IP terminal as a source address to the IP media 
address of the originating IP terminal while leaving the source address unchanged, (see 
col. 6, lines 43-49) 

Regarding Claim 8, Tari discloses the method of setting up a multimedia session in an 
IP-based network of claim 7 further comprising deleting the translation instructions from 
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the address translation table when the multimedia session is cleared, (see col. 6, lines 
33-36) 

Regarding Claim 9, Tari discloses the method of setting up a multimedia session in an 

IP-based network of claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

sending an Invite message from the originating IP terminal to the originating IP 
terminal's home network; determining in the originating IP terminal's home network, 
whether the originating IP terminal subscribes to a hidden identity feature; and 
routing the origination message to the address translation function, upon 
determining that the originating IP terminal subscribes to the hidden identity feature, 
(see col. 5, lines 37-43) 

Regarding Claim 10, Tari discloses a method of hiding an Internet Protocol (IP) 
address of an originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal during a multimedia 
session in an IP-based network, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by an address translation function in the network, media data packets 
from the originating IP terminal, said media data packets including the IP address of 
the originating IP terminal as a source address, and an IP address of the address 
translation function as a destination address; (see col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 3) 
translating, by the address translation function, the source address from the IP 
address of the originating IP terminal to the IP address for the address translation 
function; (see col. 7, lines 32-33) and 
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sending, by the address translation function, translated media data packets to the 
terminating IP terminal, said translated media data packets including the IP address 
of the address translation function as the source address, (see col. 6, lines 5-8) 

Regarding Claim 11, Tari discloses the method of hiding an IP address of an 
originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 10 wherein the address 
translation function is a Media Resource Function (MRF), and the method further 
comprises setting up address translation tables in the MRF. (see col. 5, lines 37-48) 

Regarding Claim 12, Tari discloses the method of hiding an IP address of an 
originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 10 further comprising, 
before the step of receiving media data packets in the address translation function from 
the originating IP terminal, the step of sending the IP address for the address translation 
function to the originating IP terminal and the terminating IP terminal during setup of the 
multimedia session, (see col. 5, lines 56-64) 

Regarding Claim 13, Tari discloses the method of hiding an IP address of an 
originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 10 further comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving, by the address translation function, return media data packets from the 
terminating IP terminal, said return media data packets including the IP address for 
the address translation function as the destination address; translating, by the 
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address translation function, the IP address for the address translation function to 
the IP address for the originating IP terminal; (see col. 6, lines 5-8) and 
sending, by the address translation function, translated return media data packets to 
the originating IP terminal, said translated return media data packets including the IP 
address for the terminating IP terminal as the source address, and the IP address of 
the originating IP terminal as the destination address, (see col. 7, lines 30-35) 

Regarding Claim 14, Tari discloses a system for hiding an Internet Protocol (IP) 
address of an originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal during a multimedia 
session in an IP-based network, said system comprising: 

a transmitter in the originating IP terminal that transmits media data packets from the 
originating IP terminal to an intermediate address translation function in the 
originating IP terminal's home network, said data packets including the IP address of 
the originating IP terminal as a source address, and an IP address for the address 
translation function as a destination address; (see col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 8) 
an address translation table in the address translation function, that translates the 
source address from the IP address of the originating IP terminal to the IP address 
for the address translation function, and that translates the destination address from 
the IP address for the address translation function to an IP address for the 
terminating IP terminal; (see col. 7, lines 27-35) and 

a router (see col. 4, lines 48-51 ) in the address translation function that receives the 
media data packets from the originating IP terminal, and sends translated media 



Application/Control Number: 09/826,601 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2143 

data packets to the terminating IP terminal, said translated data packets including 
the IP address for the address translation function as the source address, and the IP 
address for the terminating IP terminal as the destination address, (see col. 5, line 
65 - col. 6, line 8) 

Regarding Claim 15, Tari discloses the system for hiding an IP address of an 
originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 14 wherein the address 
translation function is a Media Resource Function (MRF). (see col. 5, lines 19-24) 

Regarding Claim 16, Tari discloses the system for hiding an IP address of an 
originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal of claim 14 further comprising a 
signaling mechanism in the address translation function that sends the IP address for 
the address translation function to the originating IP terminal and the terminating IP 
terminal during setup of the multimedia session, (see col. 5, lines 56-64) 

Regarding Claim 17, Tari discloses a system for setting up a multimedia session in an 
Internet Protocol (IP) -based network in which an IP address of an originating IP 
terminal is hidden from a terminating IP terminal, said system comprising: 

an address translation table in an address translation function in the originating IP 
terminal's home network, said table being indexed to recognize the IP address of the 
originating IP terminal as a source address, and in response, said table translating 
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the source address from the IP address of the originating IP terminal to an IP 

address of the address translation function; (see col. 7, lines 28-29) and 

a signaling mechanism in the address translation function for: 

obtaining an IP address of the terminating IP terminal; 

sending the IP address for the address translation function to the originating IP 
terminal, the originating IP terminal being instructed to utilize the IP address for 
the address translation function as the destination address for the media data 
packets; (see col. 5, lines 56-64) and 

sending the IP address for the address translation function to the terminating IP 
terminal, the terminating IP terminal being instructed to utilize the IP address for 
the address translation function as the destination address for return media data 
packets, (see col. 5, lines 56-64) 

Regarding Claim 18, Tari discloses the system for setting up a multimedia session of 

claim 17 further comprising: 

a transmitter in the originating IP terminal for sending an origination message from 
the originating IP terminal to the originating IP terminal's home network; and a 
Serving Call State Control Function (S-CSCF) in the originating IP terminal's home 
network that determines whether the originating IP terminal subscribes to a hidden 
identity feature, and that routes the origination message to the address translation 
function, upon determining that the originating IP terminal subscribes to the hidden 
identity feature, (see col. 5, lines 37-43) 
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Regarding Claim 19, Tari discloses an address translation function in an Internet 
Protocol (IP)-based network for hiding an address of an originating IP terminal from a 
terminating IP terminal during a multimedia session, said address translation function 
comprising: 

a signaling mechanism that sends an IP address of the address translation function 
to the originating IP terminal and the terminating IP terminal during setup of the 
multimedia session; (see col. 5, lines 56-64) 

a router (see col. 4, lines 48-51) that receives media data packets from the 
originating IP terminal, said media data packets including the IP address of the 
originating IP terminal as a source address, and the IP address of the address 
translation function as a destination address, said router also sending translated 
media data packets to the terminating IP terminal, said translated media data 
packets including the IP address of the address translation function as the source 
address; (see col. 7, lines 27-35) and 

an address translation table that translates the source address in the media data 
packets from the IP address of the originating IP terminal to the IP address for the 
address translation function, and translates the destination address from the IP 
address of the address translation function to the IP address of the terminating IP 
terminal, (see col. 5, lines 44-48) 
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Regarding Claim 20, Tari discloses the address translation function of claim 19 
wherein the router also receives return media data packets from the terminating IP 
terminal, said return media data packets including the IP address of the terminating IP 
terminal as a source address, and the IP address of the address translation function as 
a destination address, said router also sending translated return media data packets to 
the originating IP terminal, said translated return media data packets including the IP 
address of the terminating IP terminal as the source address, and the IP address of the 
originating IP terminal as a destination address, (see col. 7, lines 44-50) 

Regarding Claim 21, Tari discloses the address translation function of claim 19 
wherein the address translation table leaves the source address in the return media 
data packets unchanged, and translates the destination address in the return media 
data packets from the IP address of the address translation function to the IP address of 
the originating IP terminal, (see col. 7, lines 44-50) 

Regarding Claim 22, Tari discloses a method of hiding an Internet Protocol (IP) 
address of a terminating IP terminal from an originating IP terminal during a multimedia 
session in an IP-based network, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by an address translation function in the home network of the terminating 
IP terminal, media data packets from the originating IP terminal, said media data 
packets including the IP address of the originating IP terminal as a source address, 
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and an IP address of the address translation function as a destination address; (see 
col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 3) 

translating, by the address translation function, the destination address from the IP 
address of the address translation function to the IP address of the terminating IP 
terminal; (see col. 6, lines 1-4) 

sending, by the address translation function, translated media data packets to the 
terminating IP terminal; (see col. 6, lines 5-8) 

receiving, by the address translation function, return media data packets from the 
terminating IP terminal, said return media data packets including the IP address of 
the terminating IP terminal as a source address, and the IP address of the address 
translation function as a destination address; translating, by the address translation 
function, the destination address in the return media data packets from the IP 
address of the address translation function to the IP address of the originating IP 
terminal; (see col. 7, lines 28-29) 

translating, by the address translation function, the source address in the return 
media data packets from the IP address of the terminating IP terminal to the IP 
address of the address translation function; (see col. 7, lines 32-33) and 
sending, by the address translation function, translated return media data packets to 
the originating IP terminal, said translated media data packets including the IP 
address of the address translation function as the source address, (see col. 7, lines 
30-35) 
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Regarding Claim 23, Tari discloses a method of hiding an Internet Protocol (IP) 
address of an originating IP terminal from a terminating IP terminal, and hiding an IP 
address of the terminating IP terminal from the originating IP terminal during a 
multimedia session in an IP-based network, said method comprising the steps of: 
receiving, by a first address translation function in a home network of the originating 
IP terminal, media data packets from the originating IP terminal, said media data 
packets including the IP address of the originating IP terminal as a source address, 
and an IP address of the first address translation function as a destination address; 
(see col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 3) 

translating, by the first address translation function, the source address from the IP 
address of the originating IP terminal to the IP address of the first address 
translation function; translating, by the first address translation function, the 
destination address from the IP address of the first address translation function to 
the IP address of a second address translation function in a home network of the 
terminating IP terminal; (see col. 6, lines 1-4) 

sending, by the first address translation function, translated media data packets to 
the second address translation function, said translated media data packets 
including the IP address of the first address translation function as the source 
address; (see col. 7, lines 30-35) 

translating, by the second address translation function, the source address from the 
IP address of the first address translation function to the IP address of the second 
address translation function; translating, by the second address translation function, 
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the destination address from the IP address of the second address translation 
function to the IP address of the terminating IP terminal; (see col. 7, lines 28-29) 
sending, by the second address translation function, twice translated media data 
packets to the terminating IP terminal, said twice translated media data packets 
including the IP address of the second address translation function as the source 
address; (see col. 7, lines 30-35) 

receiving, by the second address translation function, return media data packets 
from the terminating IP terminal, said return media data packets including the IP 
address of the terminating IP terminal as a source address, and the IP address of 
the second address translation function as a destination address; (see col. 5, line 65 
- col. 6, Iine3) 

translating, by the second address translation function, the source address in the 
return media data packets from the IP address of the terminating IP terminal to the 
IP address of the second address translation function; translating, by the second 
address translation function, the destination address in the return media data 
packets from the IP address of the second address translation function to the IP 
address of the first address translation function; (see col. 6, lines 1-4) 
sending, by the second address translation function, translated return media data 
packets to the first address translation function, said translated return media data 
packets including the IP address of the second address translation function as the 
source address; (see col. 7, lines 30-35) 
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translating, by the first address translation function, the source address in the 
translated return media data packets from the IP address of the second address 
translation function to the IP address of the first address translation function; 
translating, by the first address translation function, the destination address in the 
translated return media data packets from the IP address of the first address 
translation function to the IP address of the originating IP terminal; (see col. 7, lines 
28-29) and 

sending, by the first address translation function, twice translated return media data 
packets to the originating IP terminal, said twice translated media data packets 
including the IP address of the first address translation function as the source 
address, (see col. 7, lines 30-35) 
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